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no need for the Soviet Union to engage in a crusade of ideals, and
that the creation of a Socialist state is in itself a lesson in the making
of a new civilisation. It emerged triumphant through the ordeals
of revolutions and civil war, through trials of devastation and
famine, and through many mistakes and miscalculations at the
initial stage. To-day no contemporary state can ignore its achieve-
ments, its power and its prestige.
No anthology on Soviet Russia would now be complete without
including some of the features of the Russo-German War. It is
in this grim struggle against German Fascism that the real spirit
of Russia is becoming manifest. The Archbishop of Canterbury
(Dr. Temple), on the occasion of his enthronement, wrote to the
Metropolitan Sergius of Moscow:
"I have watched with ever-growing admiration the heroic
resistance of the peoples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the sudden and treacherous invasion of their motherland; I
have learnt with sympathy and with sorrow of the bitter suffering
which they have endured without flinching, and with indignation
of the pitiless barbarities inflicted upon them; I have rejoiced at
the memorable successes vouchsafed to the valiant constancy of
the armed forces of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to
the steadfastness of its peoples and to the courage and wisdom of
its leadership; and, whatever may happen in the nearer future, I
look forward, in sure confidence that God's blessing will rest
upon the comradeship in arms of the peoples of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics with the peoples of the British Common-
wealth, to the certain deliverance of all who are oppressed or are
threatened by the Nazi and Fascist tyrannies and to the coming
of the day of peace and of the brotherhood of all mankind."
In this grim struggle against Fascism the true self of Russia
has emerged and the world has gained new insights into her
creative achievements. Buttressed by the application of Marxist
principles to means of production,, the Soviet economy has shown
much resilience, and the entire people are so imbued with their
positive ideals of life and labour that they have so far withstood
the German invasion with unexampled courage and fortitude.
In chapter 9 I have made a selection from various pronounce-
ments relating to the Anglo-Soviet Alliance against Fascism.
It is to be hoped that this Alliance will lead to mutual understand-
ing between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Britain and